DERRICK COMLEY - AN APPRECIATION

it was sad news indeed when, in mid-September, it became
known that Derrick Comley might be moving away from
Thorncombe. What was far more shattering was his untimely
death in hospital on 24 October following a short iliness. Those of
us who attended his funeral at Yeovil Crematorium were greatly
moved by the beautiful and inspirational tributes paid to him by
his family and friends.

Derrick came to Thorncombe in 1981 after taking early retirement
from his career in electronics. He was not a stranger to the West
Country having spent several holidays down here during his
working years. It was reassuring to see that Turnpike Cottage,
one of the village's distinctive properties which had lain in the
doldrums for several years, had clearly landed in sympathetic
hands. Apart from undertaking the introduction of modern
facilities to the cottage and later its tasteful extension into a viable
dwelling, Derrick soon became known as a great walker. He
enjoyed exploring the area on foot, becoming familiar with every
highway, byway and footpath within a ten-mile radius. On one
occasion he even walked across country via Lambert's Castle to

Charmouth — and back!

His walks brought him into contact with many of the parish’'s
residents. In this way he came to have a very extensive
knowledge of local life — and he was much concerned when, in
the mid-80s, it transpired that the Dorset village he loved so
dearly appeared to be threatened Dby ill-considered
overdevelopment. It was this concern which led to the foundation
of the Village Trust with Derrick, Augusta Greenlees, John
Whitbread and the late Ron Hawkes forming the nucleus. For the
next twelve years Derrick, with great energy and determination,
happily flung himself into this ‘crusade’. Indeed, it is largely due
to his work in the community that the vigorous policies recently
pursued by the Parish Council, leading to the well-supported
protest actions, have culminated in the curbing of some of the
excesses of the local Planning Authority. It was also Derrick’'s
desire that the Trust should concern itself not only with the
conservation of the village and its community but also with the
wider education of the residents regarding the area’s rich natural
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‘He that plants trees loves others besides himself’

Thomas Fuller 1732



